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This paper consists of four sections:

Section A Reading 20 marks
Section B Writing 20 marks
Section C Grammar 20 marks
Section D Literature 30 marks

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

1. Answer all the questions.

2. Do not forget to write the SET CODE, the corresponding question
numbers and the title of the section in the answer sheet.

3. Do not split sections. Attempt all questions in each section before going on
to the next section.

4. Read each question carefully and follow the instructions.

. Adhere to the word limit prescribed.

6. Questions need not have to be copied in the answer sheet.
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SECTION — A (READING)
(TOTAL: 20 MARKS)

Al. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

(12 marks)
A study in a work published by the National Council of Education Research and
Training (NCERT) has expressed grave concern at the impact of excessive television
viewing by children. The study has been conducted by Ms. Madhu Pant and Mr.
Dharam Prakash both of whom have been involved in the development of several
serials and programmes for children for the last 25 years.

The authors of the study point to aggressive behavioural tendencies among children as
a result of the impact of some TV programmes ‘laden with violence aggression and
jealousy.’

Most of the children surveyed belonged to the middle and lower-income groups.
According to the authors, It was during the study that an average child spends more
than 50 per cent of his or her spare time in front of TV set. They also found that one
of the reasons for increased viewing time among children is that they now have a
greater choice in the programmes, courtesy cable television, a surfeit of channels and
the remote control.

The authors have also expressed concern over the violent modes of behaviour depicted
even in cartoon strips, densitise the children to violence and lead them to believe that
violence is the best way to deal with the system.

The authors have stated that when children were asked to name a programme which
had a lot of violence in it, it was found that social dramas topped the list followed by
detective serials and historical epics in that order.

The study also concluded that the TV viewing among children has had an impact on
the playtime of the children. The study warns that such increasing ‘isolation’ of the
children from each other may result in lopsided development of the child’s personality
and socio-psychological problems.

The authors also noted that “there are hardly any programmes catering to the upper
age-group, 13-16 years”. They noted that this group “generally likes to be treated as
grown-ups” and that they wouldn't like to watch the ‘kid-stuff’ a reference meant for
programmes for children.

Al. 1. On the basis of your reading of the passage answer the following
questions briefly. (2 x 4 = 8 marks)
1. What concern has been expressed by the NCERT study?
2. What was pointed out by the authors of the study about some TV
programmes full of violence?
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3. What is the reason of increased TV viewing among children?
4. What were the author's concerns as regards “cartoon strips’ towards the
children?

A1l. 2. State whether the following statements are true or false:
(1 x 4 = 4 marks)

a) An average child spends more than 50 percent of his or her spare time in
front of TV set.

b) The study shows that the TV viewing among children does not have an
impact on the play time of the children.

) The study warns that the ‘isolation’ of the children may result in lopsided
development of the child’s personality and socio psychological problems.

d) The age group of 13-16 generally likes to be treated as kids.

A2. Read the poem carefully and answer the questions that follow.

Bedtime

Five minutes, five minutes more, please!
Let me stay five minutes more!
Can't I just finish the castle
I'm building here on the floor?
Can't I just finish the story
I'm reading here in my book
Can't I just finish the bead-chain
It's almost finished, look!
Can't I just finish this game, please?
When a game’s once begun
It's a pity never to find out
Whether you've lost or won.
Can't I just stay five minutes?
Well, can't I stay just four?
Three minutes, then? Two minutes?
Can't I stay one minute more?

-Eleanor Farjeon
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